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ECC
The team @



Recap?
Project 

Å2011 Mining licence issued to NMP 
for Phosphate Mining

Å2012 Detailed feasibility study (DFS) 
completed - Marine ML 170 EIA and 
ECC application submitted

Å2012 ML 170 additional stakeholder 
consultation completed

Å2013 EIA verification studies 
commenced

Å2013 18-month moratorium 
announced by MFMR

Å2014 EIA verification studies 
completed

Å2015 18-month moratorium 
concluded

Å2016 environmental clearance 

certificate  awarded to NMP for ML 
170 Marine Phosphate Mining

Å2016 appeal & legal action initiated
Å2018 public consultation 

recommenced by order MEFT
Å2020 supplementary environmental 

studies completed
Å2021 legal action completed, and 

high court judgement issued to:
V Confirm ML validity
V Instructed the proponent to 

reapply for ECC in the 
prescribed format. This is the 
current application. 
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Recap?
Project 

MARINE ECOSYSTEMS
TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS
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Significance 
Matters?

Why
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1.7km2



Improved rangeland and farming 
practices 

Environmental Benefits

Benefits?
Project

Long mine life with job 
creation and industrial 
opportunities 

Social Benefits

Local value addition
Major capital investments 

Economic Benefits
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Impacts?
What are the real

28 Specialist studies
Extensive public engagement  

Most extensive ESIA completed in Namibia

There will be an impact, in that upper 1 -  < 2.5 m of 
sediment will be removed from the seabed 

There will be impacts

The removed material will be screened but will not be 
chemically treated;
The ore component will be taken on shore 

Processing onshore 
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Process?
What was the ESIA
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Notification Public Consult Scoping
Scoping 

comment

ESIA ESIA comment
MFMR 

Comments & 
Responses

Update to ESIA 
appendices

EC Internal 
Review

External 
Specialist 
Review

Final review 
and decision

Interministerial 
consultation

Notification to 
proponent



Points in the 
ESIA process

Key
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The final ESIA 
report was 

submitted on 31 
October 2022.

MEFT accepted 
the application for 

review on 24 
November 2024.

The assessment 
reviewed potential 

impacts from 
planned marine 

activities.

Past assessments 
from 2012 and 

2014 were 
considered, with 
additional studies 

for 2022.
Public 

consultations 
occurred during 

2011, 2012, 2014, 
2018, and 

throughout 2022.

133 Interested and 
Affected Parties 

(I&APs) registered, 
and 44 provided 

comments.

The ESIA report 
includes input 

from all 
assessments and 

studies.

Mitigation 
measures are 

incorporated into 
the environmental 
management plan.





Impacts?
What are the real

ESIA Findings Ѩ 
Impacts Ѩ water and benthic macrofauna
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Impacts?
What are the real

ESIA Findings Ѩ 
Impacts Ѩ Fish, Mammals, Seabirds and Jellyfish
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Measures 
ESMP and Management

ÅThe monitoring program includes a pre - dredging update on baseline survey 
data and regular post - operation surveys for environmental clearance certificate 
renewal.

ÅThe pre - dredging survey, updating 2014 data, is scheduled 12 Ѵ24 months post 
EC approval, before dredging in ML 170.

ÅMonitoring surveys start every 3 years after operations, aligning with the 3 - year 
environmental clearance term, and continue in the 1st, 4th, 7th, and 13th years 
of dredging.
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Programme 
Comprehensive Monitoring  
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Monitoring 
Comprehensive
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Conclusion
When assessing the three spheres of our environment, the social, 

economic and biophysical environments and evaluating the impacts, 

the 28 studies completed, and the independent reviews -  all 

conclude that the potential impacts can be managed with mitigation 

measures contained in the EMP.  The project benefits can offset 

potential negative impacts and the various industries should coexist   
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